Meeting Notes
FOOTHILLS HOUSING NETWORK
December 3, 2013
Rappahannock Rapidan Regional Commission
In attendance: Cheryl Carter, Tony Hooper, Valarie Ward, Laura Brown, George Stockes, Karen Brown, Bob Lingo, Jan Selbo, Jenny Biché
AGENDA ITEM
Update on Current
Projects

DISCUSSION
Homeless Solutions Grant (HSG): Laura Brown provided an update on
the HSG program. Fauquier DSS will undergo an audit next week. Over
30 families have been helped to date. Funds are still available and it
does not look like they will run out as requests have been slowing down.
Laura did not have a break down of who was helped by county, but
George Stockes of SAFE stated that their clients have been given
assistance. Tony Hooper asked if Fauquier County would consider
continuing to support the program for the next round of funding, and
Laura felt that it would depend on the audit findings.

ACTION
Fauquier DSS HSG
Audit

WHO
DHCD

Encourage staff to
attend next Training
Session on Jan. 28th

ALL

Homeless Prevention Program (HPP): Cheryl Carter provided an update
on the HPP program. Currently CCDC does have funds available. Cheryl
stated that CCDC is finding they need to spend more money to keep
people in their homes, due in part to rising rent prices. HPP has helped
clients and received applications from all counties except
Rappahannock. Cheryl believes all funding will be spent prior to June
when the grant ends.
Child Services Coordination Grant (CSCG): Jenny Biche’ provided an
update on the CSCG program. A training session was held on Nov. 7th
where Kathy Wright, Program Manager and Public Health Nurse for the
Rappahannock-Rapidan Health District, provided an overview of the
Health Districts immunization and Healthy Families programs. A total of
7 people attended, including a representative from Culpeper public
schools. Surveys were distributed to the participants at the end of the
training session asking for feedback and rating the information received.
All surveys received gave high scores on satisfaction. Attendees have
taken advantage of the networking opportunities after the presentation
during the luncheon. The next Training Session will be held on Jan. 28th
at 10am at the RRRC Board Room. Russell Houck, Director of Student

Services for Culpeper County Public Schools, will provide an overview of
programs and resources available to homeless families at the public
schools. The Committee was encouraged to send those staff members
who work with homeless families to attend.

Future grant
applications

CCDC, Community Touch and SAFE receive funds from the CSCG towards
staff time for case management. George Stockes stated that SAFE will
have $500 of their funds left that they won’t need for case
management, and inquired if there were other areas the money could
be used for. Jenny Biche said she would discuss the matter with Cathy
Zielinski and they would let him know.

Research what CSCG
funds can be spent
on besides case
management

Jenny Biche &
Cathy Zielinski

VISTA: Tony Hooper encourages Committee members to help promote
the VISTA vacancy, to consider candidates for the VIST program and to
send referrals to Cathy Zielinski.
Statewide CoC Competition: Tony Hooper stated that the application
FHN submitted last year received low marks on the financial plan
section. The financial plan includes information on each organizations
budget, explaining where funding comes from and projections for future
budgets. Last year, SAFE elected not to share their budget information
because they were not receiving funding from the Statewide CoC. While
that remains true for this year, George Stockes stated that SAFE would
like to support FHN’s efforts in securing the Statewide CoC grant and
would share their data if needed.

Promote VISTA
vacancy

ALL

Tony stated that he inquired how DHCD recommended FHN project their
future budget since many of the funds received are from federal and
state grants which are difficult to predict; to which DHCD replied that
they were not able to provide any guidance at this time.
Bob Lingo stated that he supports FHN pursuit of the Statewide CoC
grant provided the process was not too time intensive or the process not
overwhelming.
Jan Selbo inquired as to whether or not DSS budgets should include data
on fuel assistance programs, etc. to which Tony replied yes.
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George Stockes inquired how the CoC/Balance of State grades the
applications. Tony said he would ask Cathy Zielinski to send the
Committee members information about that and would have a review
of the feedback from the last application included on the agenda at the
next meeting.

Send information to
FHN members on
how CoC/Balance of
State grades grant
applications

Tony Hooper &
Cathy Zielinski

Tony Hooper reminded the Committee that there will be two DHCD
Input Sessions; one on Friday, Dec. 6 at 10am in Prince William County
and one on Wednesday, Dec. 11th at 1:00pm in Richmond. 5 committee
members indicated they would be attending, providing good
representation from our region.

Add Review of last
years Statewide CoC
grant application
feedback to agenda
for next FHN meeting

Cathy Zielinski

Attend DHCD Input
Session

ALL

Distribute
information on HUD
Certification
applications to
providers

Cathy Zielinski

Consider hosting an
event on Jan. 30th
with Warming
Shelter church to
identify more
homeless individuals

ALL

Tony stated that he would ask Cathy Zielinski to redistribute the
information for the application for HUD Certification to providers;
additional points are awarded to applicants who have HUD
certifications.
George Stockes asked who and what would be affected if the Statewide
CoC Competitive grants were not awarded. Tony Hooper replied that
CCDC would lose $150,000 from HPP, Community Touch would lose
$150,000 from HSG, and $30,000 from the Child Services Grant that
supports CCDC, Community Touch, SAFE and the quarterly training
sessions would be lost.
Point-in-Time Count

The Point in Time Count is scheduled for January 30, 2014. Forms and
instructions have not been received.
George Stockes suggested FHN host a daytime event on January 30,
2014, such as providing free blankets and free chili, so that more people
can be identified for the point in time count. It was suggested that
perhaps the event be held at the church hosting the Warming Shelter
that week in hopes of capturing the most data for the count.
Tony Hooper stated that the Warming Shelter is currently in operation
and averages 15-16 individuals a night.
George Stockes stated that SAFE has donations that they can contribute
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to the Point in Time Count event should FHN choose to host one.

NEXT MEETING
January 7, 2014
10:00am
Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional Commission
420 Southridge Parkway Suite 106 Culpeper, VA 22701
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